WELCOME TO THE ORHS ORCHESTRA

This year will prove to be an exciting one for the ORHS Orchestra. We will have 3
periods of orchestra at ORHS. The 9™ grade Orchestra meets first period. Orchestra for
10™, 11™ and 12" grade students meets second and third period. Honors and Regular
Orchestra meet at the same time. It is easily possible to switch between the second and
third period orchestras, as they will be doing much of the same music, and working
towards the same goals. The enrollment now stands at 158 High School Orchestra

players.

Please note the following dates for this year. Some are required for completion of this
class. These are marked with an *. The following gives you an overview of our schedule

for the coming year.

September 1

* Tuesday, October 11
November 4 — 14

* Thursday, December 13
Saturday, January 7
February 2,3, 4,
Wednesday, February 22
Thursday, February 23

* Tuesday, March 6
March 28 — April 1
April 11 - 13

* Thursday, April 26

* Monday, May 21

Great American Opportunities Fundraiser to raise money
for the spring trip

Concert: ORHS Auditorium 7:00 pm
Cookie Dough Fundraiser
Concert: ORHS Auditorium 7:00 pm
Tryouts for All East (Required for Honors Credit)
All East Orchestra Clinic, Park Vista Hotel, Gatlinburg
After school rehearsal for chorus concert
Joint Concert with ORHS Chorus
Concert: ORHS Auditorium 7:00 pm
Projected dates for spring trip
All State Orchestra at Chattanooga Convention Center
Solo Concert ORHS Auditorium 7:00 pm

Honors Program, ORHS 6:45 pm (Counts as Final Exam)



Honors Credit for Orchestra

You may sign up to receive Honors Credit for Orchestra. This means you will have 4.5
averaged into your GPA for an A in the class, 3.5 for a B, etc. We will have a sign up at
the end of the 1% week of school, on Aug. 20 when you need to indicate your choice
between Honors and Regular Orchestra. After this date you will not be able to change
from Honors to regular orchestra. In order to receive Honors Credit you need to fulfill 5
areas in which you go beyond the requirements for regular orchestra credit. These
include:

1. Extended Practice Requirements: Each student will keep a log of practice times
which needs to include 3 hours a week of practice. These logs will be signed by
parents and turned in at the end of each grading period. This log counts as 10% of
your quarterly grade in orchestra.

2. Each student is required to write a paper on some aspect of music history. This
can include a study of a certain historical era of music, or a study on a specific
composer or musician. This paper is due at the end of the 1% grading period on
Friday, October 15. This paper will count as 10% of your 1° nine weeks grade.

3. Students can choose one of the following options for the 2" component: | will
need a parent note, stating which option you have chosen by the end of the 2™
nine weeks. This will count as 10% of your 2" nine weeks grade.

1. Students can explore learning to play a second string instrument: violin
players
Can learn to play viola and vice versa: Cellists can learn bass and vice versa.
This will take place for one concert period of the school year and must be
approved by me.

2. Students can help tutor other students who are learning a second instrument or
who need help on their primary instrument. This can also be a younger sibling
or a neighbor or friend.

3. You can participate in an additional, out of school orchestral experience,
including the KYSO, the ORYSO or the Oak Ridge Community Orchestra.

4. You can take private lessons on an instrument.

4. Students are required to try out for Senior Orchestra Clinic on January 8. This
counts as 10% of your grade for the 3™ nine weeks.

5. Students are required to perform a solo with the orchestra. These will be on our
regular quarterly concerts, or on the solo concert in April. I will assign the solos,
which are often group solos, with 2 — 4 players in a group. This solo will be 10%
of your grade in the 4™ 9 weeks, no matter when the solo is played.

Grades:

If you are in Honors Orchestra, your 9 weeks grade consists of the following
10% Practice Log

10% Folder and Book check

10% Concert Participation

10% One component from the list above

60% Class Participation

If you are registered for Regular Orchestra, your 9 weeks grade consists of the
following:



10% Folder and Book check

10% Concert Participation

80% Class Participation

Concert Attendance: If you miss a concert for an excused reason (a sporting event or

illness) you must do a make-up assignment. You may choose from one of the following

options:

1. Write a 2 page report on a composer.

2. Perform a portion of the concert music individually for one of the teachers.

3. Attend a classical music concert and discuss pieces performed.

If your absence from the concert was unexcused, you may not make it up, and you will

receive a 0 for concert attendance.

Folder and Book check

At the end of each 9 weeks we will have a folder and book check. We will give you a

folder and you are to keep music in it that is handed out in class. You must have a copy

of all the concert music in your folder to receive full credit for the folder. You may not
share a folder with your stand partner. You must show us your copy of the Advanced

Techniques book at the end of each grading period. You are expected to own this book

and to practice these at home!

Viola: If you play violin, and would like a chance to become proficient on the viola, I can

lend you a school viola and give you material to help you learn the notation. Otherwise,

the viola is played just like the violin. You would be assigned to the viola section for one
concert period.

Attendance: Mr. Preston Davis will be the assistant orchestra teacher at the High School

this year. He is also teaching 4™ grade at Woodland and Willowbrook. He will be in

charge of attendance. You will have an assigned seat, and you must be in this seat while

attendance is taken. If you need forms signed, please bring these during the first 5

minutes of class.

School Instruments

If you would like to use a school instrument this year, please see me for a contract to be

signed by students and parents. The charge is $30 for the year and covers costs of

replacing strings, repairs, and maintenance of the instrument and bow. If you are unable
to pay this fee, please e-mail me at jvantol@ortn.edu and we can arrange for partial
payment, or for the fee to be waived.

Expected Classroom Behavior:

1. Beinthe room and in your assigned seat with instrument, pencil and music on time.

2. Please help set up at the beginning of class if this is necessary.

3. Do not try to do other homework during rehearsals. This means you are not
concentrating on the rehearsal, and if done repeatedly, will result in lowering your
orchestra grade.

4. Do not talk unnecessarily during rehearsals.

If you have any questions, please call me at 690 4937. | am looking forward to a great

year!

Jenifer van Tol



